for LCS is also beginning to emerge so as to provide the foundations to a principled approach to classifier system design (see Bull and Kovas 2005 for an overview).
This special issue brings together work using both versions of Holland's general framework which clearly demonstrate this new-found potential of the approach. The interested reader is referred to the proceedings of the annual International Workshop on LCSs (e.g., Kovacs et al. 2007 ), in particular.
The guest editors wish to thank the Editor of Natural Computing for the opportunity of publishing this special issue on LCSs, and the referees who helped in the reviewing process.
